Here’s What You Need to Know
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth and everything that is in them. Not
only this, but He looked at it all and said that it was good. In other words God made a
perfect creation.
People were a part of this creation. They were created to have dominion over it. And almost
immediately, despite the fact that they walked with God in his garden, they rebelled. They
listened to the serpent who told them that if they would just do what was forbidden to them
they would be like gods.
This rebellion had consequences. By it death entered into the world. By it the earth itself
became cursed. If you want to know why bad things happen this is why. Through Adam we
are all sinners born in rebellion against God and through Adam the world is cursed with evil.
If you’ve ever wondered why God would create a world full of pain and death the answer is
He didn’t. Our sin took His perfect world and turned it into what we have now.
Everything evil that happens in the world is a consequence of this sin. When “good people”
suffer it is because of sin. When “bad men” triumph it is because of sin. You’ll note the
quotation marks around “good people” and “bad men”. That’s because they are ordinary
terms but they’re not a reflection of reality.
There are no “good people” in this world. Every man, woman, and child (except three) that
has ever lived or will ever be born is born dead in sin. I say except three because neither
Adam nor Eve were born or created dead in sin, although it is through them that sin entered
the world. It’s because of the third person born alive to God that I’m writing this.
God’s intention when He created the world surely wasn’t that it would fall into sin. God is
absolutely holy and cannot abide sin. But God also sees the end from the beginning. Surely
He knew even before creation that sin would enter into the world. And so He surely had a
plan.
That’s why when we read the Bible we find things like this:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ
as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth.
This passage, from Ephesians 1:3-10 clearly indicates that God knew that sin would enter
into the world and He had a plan to deal with that sin from before the foundation of the
world.
So, here’s what we need to know:
God created everything. It’s His, made for His purpose, to the glory of His name.
All men (and women) are sinners. There are none who are good, no, not even one.
The punishment for sin is death. If you think something like “Oh, it’s not that bad.”
I’ve got news for you. Sin is rebellion against God and He is infinitely holy and
cannot be stained by it. Sin will separate you from God and the wages of sin is
death. It’s what we all deserve.
By definition you cannot save yourself. No amount of good works can buy
salvation. He created us for good works and we have all failed. When you are
expected to do good and you do evil you have failed to meet those expectations,
even if you later do good works.
But God didn’t create us to damn us. God offers us salvation. Unless He saves us
we cannot be saved, but He is also not willing that any should perish.
God’s solution, planned even before the foundation of the world, was to send His
Son to die in our place to pay the price for our sins, and to raise Him up so that we
can have eternal life.
Through faith in Jesus we can get salvation, but only if the Father draws us to Him.
Having heard the word of God about our sinful state and what He has done for us if
we believe Him, we will be saved.
When we are saved, we are saved. We are given a new nature and this new nature,
through faith is finally able to please God and to do the things that He desires for
us to do. As we live out our salvation the new man will become visible in our lives.
Our lives will be changed. We will perform good works. We will be obedient to His
will. We will do all things through faith and we will bear fruit.
Even though we are saved, our flesh dead in trespasses and sin is still with us and
His spirit will quicken it while we live upon this earth. Until we see Him in His

glory we ride upon this flesh and we will constantly have to do battle with it and
the old nature, and its nature is against God and His will.
Why? Why do Christians, once saved, still have to battle the flesh? Well, I honestly don’t
think that it would be possible to be witnesses to the Gospel if upon our salvation we are
immediately glorified and translated into heaven. If all who believe and obey God were to go
home to be with Him there would be no one to share His message.
And if no one shares His message, how will any of us hear it, obtain the gift of faith, and
come to know Him?

